
Table 3a 

Mpumalanga Rail Freight Annual Tonnage by Area and Commodity: 2008
	Richards Bay Coal Line

Landau – Ogies – Ermelo – Richards Bay (and Wonderfontein section) 
Coastal Direction (Down)

	Notes in respect of table contents: The railway traffic information that appears in this table details all commodities that move over the Coal Line to Richards Bay or part of it. This includes the section feeding in from Wonderfontein past Rietkuil and Pulenshope to a junction of the main coal line east to Broodsnyersplaas.  

High volumes of export coal traffic as well as imported coking coal and a variety of other exports and imports move over the route which passes from Mpumalanga into KwaZulu Natal near Commondale. Coal is mined at other points beyond the coal line itself. This includes the section from Delmas to Ogies, and from Witbank to Belfast, as well as the section between Carolina and Ermelo. Some coal is even generated from Lephalale (formerly Ellisras) in Limpopo Province.
Forestry traffic (Wood and Wood Product) feeds into the coal line from points north of Ermelo on the line from Machadodorp. Chrome and Ferrochrome traffic uses this route as well. Traffic originating on branch or other feeder lines is detailed as being forwarded (FWD) in the main line figures, although it does not originate on the Coal  line itself  It is denoted with brackets and credited to the originating source. For the purpose of this study, “Bridge” traffic is that which is generated in one province and which transits Mpumalanga to another province. Chrome traffic generated in the North West Province flows into the route via Pyramid South in Gauteng to Balmoral and on to Richards Bay. Other Bridge traffic from various provinces flows into Mpumalanga via Welgedag over the section between Welgedag (in Gauteng) and Witbank. Intrastate traffic is that which has been forwarded from one station in the province and received at another station in the province. 
Transnet Freight Rail have recently changed Commodity descriptions and groupings. For example, Rock Phosphate is now described under the heading of “Mining of Chemical and Fertilizer Minerals: while “Wood and Wood Products” now cover Pulpwood, Sawn Timber, and Wood Chips.” This makes it difficult in some cases to make comparisons with earlier statistical data. Another heading is “Not Listed as a Commodity.” It appears that this is for commodities which the TFR statisticians have not identified in their data collection exercises.



	Commodity
	Fwd
	Received
	Intrastate
	Bridge
	Total
	Details 

	 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Origins & Destinations 

	MINING

	18: COAL (Domestic) *
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	1 630 884 
	
	
	
	1 630 884
	MLS Kangra from  Panbult  to RBCT

	18
	1 442 586
	
	
	
	1 442 586
	MLS Optimum from Pullenshope to RBCT

	18
	583 438
	
	
	
	583 438
	MLS Tweefontein from Minnaar to RBCT

	18
	10 918
	
	
	
	10 918
	MLS Tweefontein via Welgedag to East London

	18
	54 155
	
	
	
	54 155
	MLS SA Coal Landau via Welgedag to A. Alpha

	18
	
	
	
	5 638
	5 638
	MLS Grootgeluk via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	18
	64 676
	
	
	
	64 676
	MLS Kangra from Panbult to Richards Bay

	18
	62 964
	
	
	
	62 964
	MLS Kangra via Empangeni to Cato Ridge

	18  
	72 674
	
	
	
	72 674
	MLS Kangra via Empangeni to Felixton 

	18
	(147 573)
	
	
	
	147 573
	MLS Tselentis- Spitzkop from Voorslag to Mandini

	18
	(56 118)
	
	
	
	56 118
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Sezela

	18
	99 640
	
	
	
	99 640
	MLS Tsl.-Spitskop from Voorslag to Glrdhouw

	18
	(102 434)
	
	
	
	102 434
	Uitkyk via Witbank to Richards Bay

	18
	37 563
	
	
	
	37 563
	MLS Woestalleen from Pullenshope  to R. Bay

	18
	12 996
	
	
	
	12 996
	MLS Woestalleen via Empangeni to Gledhow

	Total
	4 358 619
	
	
	5 638
	4 364 257
	

	18: Total from points on Coal line 
	3 952 854
	
	
	
	3 952 854
	

	*  Note: TFR classify domestic coal under commodity code 18 but the above figures are actually for export coal. The TFR information is inconsistent, since Richards Bay export coal is generally identified as being RBCT for Richards Bay Coal Terminal but some is identified as just Richards Bay. 

	67:COAL (Export)

	67
	280 807
	
	
	
	280 807
	MLS Antrha-Mashala from Ermelo to RBCT

	67
	3 476 401
	
	
	
	3 476 401
	MLS Arthur Taylor from Saaiwater  to RBCT

	67
	2 851 056
	
	
	
	2 851 056
	MLS Bank from Broodsnyersplaas  to RBCT

	67
	132 182
	
	
	
	132 182
	MLS Blinkpan via Blinkpan to RBCT

	67
	382 356
	
	
	
	382 356
	MLS Broodsnyersplaas to RBCT

	67
	(700 986)
	
	
	
	700 986
	MLS Droogvallei from Carolina  to RBCT

	67
	(112 119)
	
	
	
	112 119
	MLS Carolina via Ermelo to RBCT

	67
	4 235 421
	
	
	
	4 235 421
	MLS Douglas from Saaiwater  to RBCT

	67
	359 831
	
	
	
	359 831
	MLS Eikeboom  from Pullenshope to RBCT

	67
	1 699 236
	
	
	
	1 699 236
	MLS Forzando from Halfgewonnen to RBCT

	67
	4 426 812
	
	
	
	4 426 812
	MLS Goedehoop from Blinkpan to RBCT

	67
	11 393
	
	
	
	11 393
	MLS Greenside from Blackhill  to RBCT

	67
	
	
	
	626 410
	626 410
	MLS Grootegeluk via Welgedag to RBCT 

	67
	764 822
	
	
	
	764 822
	MLS Inyanda from Blackhill  to RBCT

	67
	41 094
	
	
	
	41 094
	MLS Kangra from Pambult  to Richards Bay

	67
	408 800
	
	
	
	408 800
	MLS Kangra from Panbult to RBCT

	67
	2 253 941
	
	
	
	2 253 941
	MLS Koornfontein from Broodsnyers. to RBCT

	67
	(440 307)
	
	
	
	440 307
	MLS Leeuwpan from Delmas to RBCT

	67
	1 752 329
	
	
	
	1 752 329
	MLS Mafuvbe from Rietkuil  to RBCT

	67
	(4 558 123)
	
	
	
	4 558 123
	MLS: Middelburg from Broodsnyers .to RBCT

	67
	862 849
	
	
	
	862 849
	MLS New Clydesdale from Brood.  to RBCT

	67
	297 483
	
	
	
	297 483
	MLS Oosbank from Witbank to RBCT

	67
	2 248 246
	
	
	
	2 248 246
	MLS Optimum from Pullenshope to RBCT

	67
	864 219
	
	
	
	864 219
	MLS Phoenix from Kromplip to RBCT

	67
	2 080 279
	
	
	
	2 080 279
	MLS Rietspruit from Kromklip to RBCT

	67
	8 533 355
	
	
	
	8 533 355
	MLS SAC l Est.Landau from Blackhill to RBCT 

	67
	62 468
	
	
	
	62 468
	MLS Sacmh from Blinkpan to RBCT

	67
	1 357 337
	
	
	
	1 357 337
	MLS South Witbank from Saaiwater  to RBCT

	67
	319 193
	
	
	
	319 193
	MLS Springbok from Vandyksdrift  to RBCT

	67
	1 814 519
	
	
	
	1 814 519
	MLS Tavistock from Saaiwater RBCT

	67
	(1 809 739)
	
	
	
	1 809 739
	MLS Tselentis-Spitskop fm. Voorslag to RBCT

	67
	1 235 496
	
	
	
	1 235 496
	MLS Tweefontein from Minnaar to RBCT

	67
	(3 316 636)
	
	
	
	3 316 636
	MLS Twistdraai from Trichardt to RBCT

	67
	1 077 583
	
	
	
	1 077 583
	MLS Witcons from Saaiwater to RBCT

	67
	529 801
	
	
	
	529 801
	MLS Woestalleen from Pullenshope to RBCT

	67
	(38 418)
	
	
	
	38 418
	MLS Xstrata-Moza from Witrand to RBCT

	67
	269 097
	
	
	
	269 097
	MLS Klipstapel  to RBCT

	67
	164 160
	
	
	
	164 160
	MLS Rietkuil  to RBCT

	67
	(1 263 855)
	
	
	
	1 263 855
	Uitkyk via Middelburg to RBCT

	67
	(2 900)
	
	
	
	2 900
	MLS Kendal to Richards Bay

	67
	68 290
	
	
	
	68 290
	Saaiwater  to Richards Bay

	67
	(4 502)
	
	
	
	4 502
	Uitkyk via Middelburg to Richards Bay

	67
	2 815
	
	
	
	2 815
	MLS Woestalleen from Pullenhope  to R. Bay

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	57 111 256
	
	
	
	57 111 256
	

	67: Total from points on Coal line 
	44 863 671
	
	
	
	44 863 672
	

	TOTAL: ALL COAL – 18/67
	61 469 875
	0
	0
	0
	61 469 875 
	

	

	22: CHROME

	
	
	
	
	165 284
	165 284
	Bleskop via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(18 013)
	
	
	
	18 013
	Fairview via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	263 585
	263 585
	Kilkenny via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	 
	
	
	
	60
	60
	Pendoring via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	84 176
	84 176
	Rosslyn via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	132 188
	132 188
	Rustenburg via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	472 936
	472 936
	Steelpoort via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	100 842
	100 842
	Turfgrond via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	Total
	18 013
	0
	0
	1 219 071
	1 237 084
	

	

	23: COPPER

	
	
	
	
	79 438
	79 438
	Botswana via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	4 284
	4 284
	Beit Br via Mkhulu to Richards Bay

	

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	83 722
	83 722
	

	

	26: ZINC

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	40 531
	40 531
	Struisbult via  Ogies to Richards Bay

	

	28: STONE QUARRY (Granite)

	
	
	
	
	173 075
	173 075
	Marikana via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	55 415
	55 415
	Wolhuterskop via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	12 591
	12 591
	Belfast via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	11 632
	11 632
	Uitloop (LP) via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	252 713
	252 713
	

	

	32: OTHER NON-METALLIC MINERAL MINING

	
	
	
	
	12 428
	12 428
	Apiesdoring via Lydenburg to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	21 838
	21 838
	Chromedale via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(5 772)
	
	
	
	5 772
	Schalksrus via Lydenburg  to Richards Bay

	Total
	5 772
	0
	0
	34 266
	40 038
	

	

	Commodity Sector Total
	61 144 195
	0
	0
	2 262 351
	63 406 546
	

	

	MANUFACTURING

	34: FOOD AND FOOD PROCESSING

	Total
	3 327
	0
	0
	0
	3 327
	Piet Retief via Richards Bay to Maydon Wharf

	

	38: WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS

	
	
	
	
	1 295
	1 295
	Stutterheim (EC) via Welgedag to Richards Bay 

	
	
	
	
	175
	175
	Amabele (EC) via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	1 995
	1 995
	Berlin via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	15 610
	15 610
	Humewood (EC) via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(58 310)
	
	
	
	58 310
	Lothair via Ermelo to Richards Bay 

	
	(3 326)
	
	
	
	3 326
	Lothair via Ermelo to Mandini

	
	(4 046)
	
	
	
	4 046
	Lothair via Ermelo to Umkomaas

	
	(10 389)
	
	
	
	10 389
	Belfast via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	(2 503)
	
	
	
	2 503
	Hazyview via Ermelo to Richards Bay 

	
	615 508
	
	
	
	615 508
	Kemp to Richards Bay

	
	58 371
	
	
	
	58 371
	Mkondo to Richards Bay

	
	414
	
	
	
	414
	Moolman to Richards Bay

	
	(1 020)
	
	
	
	1 020
	Machadodorp via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	(170)
	
	
	
	170
	Santa via Wonderfontein  to Richards Bay

	
	41 568
	
	
	
	41 568
	Panbult  to Richards Bay 

	
	2 222
	
	
	
	2 222
	Panbult  via Richards Bay to Umkomaas

	
	4 770
	
	
	
	4 770
	Piet Retief to Richards Bay 

	
	62 846
	
	
	
	62 846
	Wildrand to Richards Bay 

	
	36 774
	
	
	
	36 744
	Wildrand to Mandini

	
	(55 243)
	
	
	
	55 243
	Witrivier via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	(8 257)
	
	
	
	8 257
	Carolina via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	369 510
	
	
	
	369 510
	Iswepe to Richards Bay

	
	(39 173)
	
	
	
	39 173
	Barberton via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	
	(10 389)
	
	
	
	10 389
	Belfast via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	Total
	1 384 809
	0
	0
	19 075
	1 403 884
	

	Total from stations on line 
	1 191 983
	
	
	
	1 191 983
	

	

	42: INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	(341 809)
	0
	0
	0
	341 809
	Trichardt via Davel to Richards Bay

	

	45: PETROLEUM
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	36
	36
	Cambridge (EC) via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	120
	120
	Camfer via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	3 927
	3 927
	Sasolburg via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	(211)
	
	211
	Trichardt  via Davel to Rocky Drift

	
	(16 967)
	
	
	
	
	Trichardt to Davel and  Mkhuhu to Tzaneen

	Total
	16 937
	0
	(211)
	4 083
	21 231
	

	

	48: NON METALIC MINERAL PRODUCTS

	
	
	
	
	587
	587
	Brakpan via Welgedag to RBCT

	
	(50 259)
	
	
	
	50 259
	Trichadt via Davel to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	1 523
	1 523
	Lime Acres via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	1 836
	1 836
	De Aar via Welgedag to Emakwezni

	
	
	
	
	46
	46
	De Aar via Welgedag to Empangeni

	
	
	
	
	129
	129
	De Aar via Welgedag to Vryheid

	
	
	
	
	907
	907
	De Aar via Welgedag to Penicuik

	
	
	
	
	120
	120
	Hoedspruit (LP) via Mkhuklu to Swaziland

	
	
	24
	
	
	24
	Sentrarand to Ermelo via Welgedag

	
	
	15
	
	
	15
	Soutrivier via Welgedag to Vryheid

	
	
	
	
	867
	867
	Beaconsfield via Welgedag to R ichardsBay

	
	
	2 769
	
	
	2 769
	Beaconsfield via Welgedag to Ermelo

	
	
	5 663
	
	
	5 663
	Beaconsfield via Welgedag to Vryheid

	
	
	
	
	452
	452
	Bloemfontein via Welgedag to Empangeni

	
	
	757
	
	
	757
	Bloemfontein via Welgedag to Ermelo

	
	
	690
	
	
	690
	Bloemfontein via Welgedag to Vryheid

	
	
	
	
	1 009
	1 009
	Brakpan via Welgedag to Elubana

	
	
	1 289
	
	
	1 289
	Brakpan via Welgedag to Ermelo

	
	
	
	
	4 611
	4 611
	Brakpan via Welgedag to Penicuik 

	
	
	
	
	587
	587
	Brakpan via Welgedag to RBCT

	
	
	
	
	796
	796
	Brakpan via Welgedag to Ulundi

	
	
	
	
	218
	218
	Brakpan via Welgedag to Vryheid

	Total
	50 259
	11 207
	0
	63 947
	125 413
	

	

	50: CEMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	4 136
	4 136
	Lichtenburg via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	

	51: FERROCHROME

	
	(51 669)
	
	
	
	51 669
	Lydenburg to Richards Bay

	
	(84 855)
	
	
	
	84 855
	Middelburg via Witbank to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	73 913
	73 913
	Rustenburg via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(219 979)
	
	
	
	219 979
	Witbank to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	241 090
	241 090
	Pendoring via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(264 230)
	
	
	
	264 230
	Steelpoort to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	49 414
	49 414
	Boshoek via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	192 568
	192 568
	Norite via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(115 288)
	
	
	
	115 288
	Fairview to Wonderfontein and Richards Bay 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Total
	736 021
	0
	0
	556 985
	1 293 006
	

	

	52: FERROMANGANESE

	
	(12 274)
	
	
	
	12 274
	Clewer via Witbank to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	174 233
	174 233
	Meyerton via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	Total
	12 274
	0
	0
	174 233
	186 507
	

	

	53: OTHER IRON AND STEEL BASIC INDUSTRIES

	
	
	
	
	27 560
	27 560
	Bijlkor via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(37 084)
	
	
	
	37 084
	Middelburg via Witbank to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	1 940
	1 940
	Saldanha (WC) via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	(96 629)
	
	
	
	96 629
	Clewer via Wtbank to Richards Bay

	Total
	133 713
	0
	0
	29 500
	163 213
	

	

	55: METAL PRODUCTS

	
	590
	
	
	
	590
	Ermelo to Rietvleirus 

	
	
	
	(538)
	
	538
	Tenbosch via Nelspruit  to Witbank

	Total
	590
	0
	(538)
	0
	1 128
	

	

	60: TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT

	
	60
	
	
	
	60
	Ermelo to RBCT

	
	
	
	
	46
	46
	Mafikeng via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	40
	40
	Sentrarand via Welgedag to Phalaborwa

	
	
	40
	
	
	40
	Springs via Welgedag to Ermelo

	
	60
	
	(60)
	
	60
	Blackhill to Ermelo

	
	
	
	
	24
	24
	Bloemfontein via Welgedag to Vryheid

	Total
	120
	40
	(60)
	110
	270
	

	

	61: OTHER MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

	Total
	
	
	
	2 143
	2 143
	Dunswart  via Welgedag to Richards Bay

	

	65: NOT LISTED AS A COMMODITY

	
	
	
	(2 000)
	
	2 000
	Delmas to Ermelo

	
	467
	
	
	
	467
	Delmas to Richards Bay

	
	685
	
	
	
	685
	Delmas to Vryheid

	Total
	3 152
	0
	(2 000)
	0
	3 152
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commodity Sector Total
	2 636 237
	11 247
	2 809
	854 212
	3 504 505
	

	

	CONTAINER TRANSPORT

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	66: CONTAINER TONS
	73 762
	
	
	
	73 762
	Trichardt via Secunda to Richards Bay

	
	
	
	
	25
	25
	Bloemfontein via Welgedag,Ogies to Empangeni

	Total
	73 762
	0
	0
	25
	73 787
	

	

	SUMMARY: Commodity Sector Details
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agriculture
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Mining
	61 469 875
	0
	0
	2 262 351
	63 732 226
	

	Manufacturing
	2 673 011
	11 247
	2 809
	854 212
	3 541 279
	

	Container Traffic
	73 362
	0
	0
	0
	73 362 
	

	Total
	64 216 248
	11 247
	2 809
	2 347 773
	67 346 867
	

	

	
	Coastal 

Direction
	Inland Direction
	Both Directions
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total traffic over all or portions of the route
	67 346 867
	6 379 605
	73 726 472
	

	Traffic generated from stations on route 
	46 253 398 
	6 173 061
	52 426 459
	

	Traffic received at stations on route
	11 247
	55 858
	67 105
	

	Transit traffic from and to domestic destinations
	2 347 773
	90 440
	2 438 213
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